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Moselle: Unique landscape, unique wines

In this unique landscape, through which the Mosel winds its way in narrow bows, new perspectives and impressions constantly open up before the visitor's eyes. However, its uncommonly steep slopes and lovely spits of alluvial land do not only provide delightful contrasting views. They also represent various vineyards with different levels of exposure to the sun and individual microclimates. This, combined with the diverse kinds of soil, gives the wines their distinct character. 

The Mosel area owes its special reputation to the world-famous Riesling. The queen of vines flourishes there under ideal conditions, and with their committed work the quality-conscious wine-makers make sure that the grapes are turned into stimulating, easily digestible wines with a unique variety of flavours. This is why the Riesling from the Mosel can pride itself on being the preferred wine of many connoisseurs all over the world and large quantities are exported to Britain, USA, Scandinavia and the Far East. 

However, Riesling is not the only type of vine growing in the Mosel area: The upper Mosel is known for its crisp Elbling, which is also used for excellent sparkling wines. Fruity, mellow wines are obtained from the Rivaner (Müller Thurgau) and very elegant ones from the white burgundy, which is often better known under its French name Pinot Blanc. Only few people know that red wine also grows in the Mosel area, but the grape, red Pinot Noir, is demanding wine-maker’s expertise like hardly any other type of vine. Therefore one needs to be a true expert to extract a noble wine from its grapes. 

The vineland of Mosel, Saar and Ruwer is quickly described in numbers: 70 million vines; about 9.000 hectares of vineyards (23.000 acres), about half of them on slopes which are 100 to 285 metres high; 5000 wine-makers in 125 villages and towns. The fifth-largest wine-growing area in Germany and the largest coherent area for the cultivation of Riesling in the world.

The wines from the Mosel are by no means simply sweet. The winemakers direct the process of vinification obtaining a broad variety of tastes. Many variations of classic dry and subtle rich wines tickle the palates of connoisseurs. In recent years some wine-makers have started to develop a light, crystal-clear line of fruity wines, which do not only meet with the approval of young target groups. 

The “Wine Advocate” of Robert Parker jr. praised Riesling wines from the Mosel for its outstanding quality and “shockingly good value”. At the International Wine Challenge in London the owner of the famous estate J.J. Prüm in Bernkastel-Wehlen, Mr. Manfred Prüm, was elected “White wine maker of the Year 2002”. Ernst Loosen of the Dr. Loosen estate in Bernkastel was named “Man of the Year 2005” by the “Decanter”. And the British “Wine Magazine” named Riesling as “the greatest white grape variety on earth…Top of the class”.

Good wine should be matched by delicious food and in fact it has long been an open secret among gourmets that the regional gastronomy bears international comparison. It goes without saying that the chefs in the area of Mosel, Saar and Ruwer take their inspiration from the local products as well as the Riesling. And epicures from near and far are more than pleased about the excellent value they get for their money. But Riesling is a good match with international cuisine, too. Leslie Sbrocco, wine author with nytimes.com, described Rieslings from the Mosel-Saar-Ruwer region as “the perfect match for food (anything from coconuts to fresh fish to wild boar) and their racy acidity, bright fruit flavours an low alcohol levels make them unusally thirst-quenching”.

As wine is inspiring it is no wonder that many cultural events at the Mosel, Saar and Ruwer make it worthwhile to stay at least for a long weekend. In recent years an ever more varied kaleidoscope of cultural highlights has developed in addition to the traditional wine festivals, so that visitors can do much more than just be merry with wine. It is this extraordinary triad of wine, delicious food and culture which makes a visit to the Mosel a unique experience. The annual Wine&Gourmet Festival in springtime is the perfect opportunity to enjoy wine, food and culture of the Mosel region.

For more information please contact:

Mosel-Saar-Ruwer Wein e.V.

Gartenfeldstraße 12a

D-54295 Trier

Germany

Phone 0049 651 710 2812
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Please note: The English version of a 20 minutes film (DVD) on Mosel wine culture will be available soon.
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